










What are the aspects of the 

Game of Thrones fandom that has driven its success?

Research question
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The story/plot is what 
draws fans in the most and 

maintains their interest

According to both surveys, story was rated the highest (52.6%) on why fans love Game of Thrones.

Major Finding 1



Ominous, blood-drenched & 
powerful in its story, Game of Thrones 
Season 3 continues the momentum 
and provides its best season to date.

• - Eugene B, Rotten Tomatoes (10/21/2014)

Awesome casting choice, check. Annoying 
characters that are still worth watching, 
check. Awesome acting, check. 
Perfect story, absolutely! 

- Emmanuel O., IMDB (1/15/2015)

Major Finding 1



Major Finding 2

Social media unites the GOT 
fandom online

Survey participants use social media to: share thoughts (59%), show support (39%), get hyped (39%), 

and stay up-to-date with their favorite show (25%).



General TV viewers

Value story

Social media
engagement

Game of Thrones viewers

Value story

Social media 
engagement

Major Finding 2

The surveys showed a positive correlation between rating story as the most important element of a 

show and frequency of social media engagement.



Arya was the most mentioned character (7,560) on social media during S7 Ep. 1

Ed Sheeran had the second most mentions during the same episode (7,500) statista.com

statista.com

To be honest, I’ll be more 

likely to share or send 

someone a meme rather 

than HBO’s trailer.

- Focus group participant

Major Finding 2



Example of fan-generated content



Many viewers started 
watching the show 

because of relationships

57% of survey participants said their family and friends’ recommendations encouraged them to watch GOT. 

Major Finding 3



It was my boyfriend who was 

super into the show and he really 

wanted to get me to watch it...

But then one of my friends, who 

likes very similar shows to me, told 

me, “You have to watch it!”

- Focus group participant

My girlfriend told me it 

was really good and had 

me watch it with her.

- Participant from individual interview

Major Finding 3





Additional Findings

What do non-fans say?



Additional Findings

Overwhelming 

online presence?

87% of non-fans feel 

indifferent to see GOT 

content in their feed

- Surveys

Lack of motivation

I don’t doubt I will watch it 

in the future…just 

someone hasn’t convinced 

me to watch it yet.

- Focus group participant








